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Early Early Bird information
Just a reminder that you now have just two weeks to
take advantage of our traditional top-value Early
Early Bird membership offer. As detailed in our last
Newsletter, next year you can see our programme for
the princely sum of just £60 if you wish to renew at
_ our EEB special membership offer (that means your
:1::': ::::i:i;: m::f':::tlii:;end Wednesday evenings will cost you about £2 per film).
and optimistic often have better T You have not yet done so, ask for an application
and less prone to cognitive abilities  form as you leave the cinema this evening, and return
depression than theirearly- it with a cheque or cash (sorry we cannot take
thanalghtawis. rising counterparts. 4o it /credit cards, but we are working to improve our
payment system!), but remember this offer lasts until the end of our final evening of this
year (The Square on June 13™).

{ EARLY BIRDS vs NIGHT OWLS

Union Films
As another year draws to a close, so we thank all the good Union Films folks,
volunteers all, who have supported the Phoenix throughout the past year. They
often stay to watch our films, and if you have looked at the UF website, you will
Ulglelpiil[1a 8 know our films are included in their listings. Alex Petrov will be back for more
next year, as UF Manager taking over from veteran Max Hayman, who will still
\ \J be around along with several others from the list. But for now, thank you to
- everyone named below, and good luck in whatever your future brings you:

Kajusz Dykiel, James Walls, Alexander Petrov, James Eastham, Jack Bekmezci, James Gentry,
Michaela Trescakova, Colm Appleby Kenny, Chang Lian, Callum Spawforth, Gabrijela Kovac,
Max Hayman, Carmen Valencia Narbona, Liam MacDonald, Rhiannon Brunt, Alice Brooks, Andy
Wood, Emily Mitcheson-Smith, Ka Mak,
Eyuael Alemayehu, Georgi Mirchev, Oscar
Wallace, Chloe Millson, Kiran Evans, Szymon
Brewinski, Alexander Darrell, Hazel Jonckers,
Maria Petriti, Tegan Goss, Mustafa Kocabinar,
Lydia Cline, Yu-Jou Huang, Sophie Browne,
Marieta Marinova, Oliver Hayes, Andrea
 D'Olimpio, Maximilian Kops, Chira Tochia,
i Neher Fazelbhoy, Niloufar Nateghi, Denislav
¥ Stefanov, Andrew Scrivins, Morayo Lasekan.

And here they all are, lined up in front of the
tiny UF office, ready to check your
membership cards ...




d The term’s films. Your comments. Attendances. Members’ vote percentage.

The Eagle Huntress

Amazing story, showing
steel in the mould of
Genghis Khan.

Magical - E is for eagle.

A young girl proves her
culture wrong; beautiful
scenery, music and all.

The photography was a
revelation, and the story
absorbing.

Loved every minute of this
film.

Positively robust and
visually stunning. Colder
than cold.

Att: 159 93.2%

'n

Lady Macbeth

An astonishing film;
parts of Zola, Flaubert
and others of the time,
even a whiff of Double
Indemnity and blimey
even a 3 Billboards
moment.

Not exactly Catherine
Cookson!

It’s amazing the lengths
people will go to to dig
themselves out of a
hole, only to make
things worse.

A real Gothic Victorian
drama, beautifully
acted.

Weak plot, poor sex and
no start or end.
Att: 129 76.7%

The Midwife

Excellent; those babies
looked really new-born.
Great characters making a
very French story.

A tour de force, so many
balls kept in the air, light,
deep and inspiring.

Life's rich pattern, a la
francaise.

| lost count of how many
babies were born, but
Catherine Deneuve is as
gorgeous as ever.

Excellent acting from a
couple of real pros.
Direction and storyline a bit
uneven, cinematography
beautiful.

Att: 137 79.4%

Berlin Syndrome

A tense and exhausting
reworking of Bluebeard's Castle,
gripping stuff.

Good acting and photography —
rather too much sex. Confusing
chronology.

Tedious, unpleasant and long.

Horrible, not a film | would want
to see again.

If there is to be violence against
women, there needs to be a film
of merit, which this was not.

Intriguingly disturbing.
And he seemed such a nice
young man ... chilling

performance. Slow start, but
soon very tense.

Att: 113 67.6%

Queen of Katwe
So full of happiness and
colour; a lovely film.

Feelgood overdrive!

An inspirational film in
every way.

Fantastic photography,
very high standard of
acting.

An enchanting and
exciting film full of despair,
challenges and HOPE, well
done Mira..

Just fine and uplifting.

| could taste the dust
between my teeth and
smell frying oil!

Att: 149 91.0%

It’s Only the End of the
World

Both completely wonderful
and incredibly frustrating.
Worth seeing on a big

|| screen, very cinematic.

The impossible to navigate
family minefield.

How to make a comedy out
of a tragedy. Or do I have
that the wrong way round?

Very tense, great
soundtrack.

Wonderful facial
expressions + use of words
+ real meaning behind all
the acting.

My wife will explain. (??)

Att: 130 69.3%

The Party

Black & white photography,
music, editing and
claustrophobic interiors make
for a very British Woody Allen
film.

You see it's not all fun in
Notting Hill.

"I went to a marvellous party”
— wonderful, Noel Coward
couldn't have bettered it.
Who's Afraid of Virginia
Woolf multiplied.

Oooh very clever.

Fantastic cinematography.
Fantastic cast.

2nd time of seeing, better
each time!

3" time around and getting
better each time. And the
music, yes, works every time.

Att: 141 85.5%

Harmonium
Incomprehensible - but

gripping.

Best Japanese film seen at
the Phoenix. Gripping to
the end.

Japanese noir. Unusual, but
gripping.

Completely gripping.

Too slow at first, but
gripping eventually.

The film was well done, but
the subject too grim for
words. How to mark it?

Great pre-screening music
- thank you.

(And yes, all those
comments about it being
“gripping” were genuine!)

Att: 99 77.5%

Have a Wonsrous sumimeyr
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